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This Summer marked the 30th anniversary of the year the 
house (now the Museum on Main Street) was moved from 
1015 Wall Street to 500 N. Main. Many historical societies, 
including ours, acquire their physical locations by donation of 
landmarks threatened by demolition. When these buildings 
operate as museums for local history, they return a significant 
building back to the public in an enriching and educational 
way. We intended to celebrate with an event showcasing the 
house, the new high density storage unit and the collection. 

However, Covid-19 not only changed those plans, it gave us time to think about 
ways to share the history of our county now, and into the post-pandemic world.

The newsletter Impressions was first published in 1941 to document and distribute 
printed version of talks that speakers gave to members at programs. It evolved over 
the years, to include news, photos and activities of the Society and history commu-
nity. But In this issue, we went to the digital attic to continue that tradition. Inside, 
you will read articles written by Russell Bidlack, Lela Duff and Louis Elbel. There are 
also some ideas for coping with Covid-19 including outdoor historical walking and 
biking adventures that can be educational and entertaining for families. 
 
Engaging experiences for visitors in the presentation of local history means 
that some of the information needs to be available “anytime, anywhere” accessible 
by computers, phones and digital devices. The October exhibit “The Women’s 
March to the Ballot Box” will be online at washtenawhistory.org. Hosting exhibits, 
meetings and programs provide fun social interaction, both within our member-
ship and the community. We truly miss seeing all of our friends of history.

I would like to personally thank everyone who contributed to our special project 
of 2020: the installation of the second high density storage unit. It was the perfect 
tribute to honor former board member/donor Pauline Walters and with your help, 
what seemed impossible became possible. Like other institutions,we are feeling 
the financial stress of service reduction. Even though admission is free to the 
Museum, people were more than generous in their donations when coming to 
exhibits.  You will get your membership renewal letter later in the year and we 
hope that you will renew your membership. It’s easy to join or give give online at 
washtenawhistory.org. Or if you prefer, you can mail a donation to WCHS, 
PO box  3336, Ann Arbor MI 48106-3336. 

Know we are thinking of you and wishing you our very best. 

        Karen L. Jania – WCHS Board President
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GORGEOUS GARDENS @MoMS
Every year, Master Gardener Lillie Ferguson turns the 
Museum on Main Street gardens into a kingdom of colors, 
textures, shapes and scents.This year is no exception. There 
is a garden bench where you can relax and enjoy.

WCHS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
A great tour and talk at the Starkweather Chapel was 
planned for September, along other progams for the Fall. 
But like the Spring, these programs are psstponed until a 
time when we can safely meet in person. And we do miss 
seeing the members and all who come to our programs.
In the meantime, we will share local history in a virtual 
format using facebook and washtenawhistory.org
If you have any ideas or comments, feel free to 
email us at wchs-1000@ameritech.net

EXHIBITS ON MAIN STREET
The Museum on Main Street will be closed to the public 
through the end of the year. We plan to open safely, and 
hope that will be possible in Spring 2021. Our exhibit, 
THE WOMEN’S MARCH TO THE BALLOT BOX will be 
online in October. See page 8 to find out what is going on 
with the Argus Museum. 

BREAKFAST   This exhibition is about celebrating the first 
meal of the day, breakfast. It will showcase the best in con-
temporary dinnerware as it relates to the theme Breakfast, 
either functional cereal bowls, toast racks, batter bowls, 
syrups, toasters, egg cups, shirred egg servers, juicers, butter 
dishes, coffee pots, tea pots, or related breakfast parapher-
nalia, or a sculptural work relating to breakfast, “Breakfast” 
opens April 10  through August 28, 2021. For more infor-
mation about the exhibit and The International Museum of 
Dinnerware Design see dinnerwaremuseum.org

All of the 
items on 
the left 
... and 
MORE! 
will easily 
fit into our 
new high 
density 
storage 
unit

The Pauline V. Walters High 
Density Storage System was 
installed at the Museum on 
Main Street in July of 2020. It 
matches the Doris Anna Bach 
High Density Storage Unit installed 
in 2002. Both units were made 
possible because of financial gifts 
bequeathed to the Washtenaw 
County Historical Society by two 
women who treasured history.
WCHS members and donors 
also contributed to the project, 
resulting in artifacts that are kept  

in a space saving storage system with 
security and protection. These storage 
units allow easy access for curation. 
They also help preserve these objects 
of local history for future generations.

Stories of Washtenaw County 
The collection contains artifacts from
County pioneers and residents. It 
includes one of a kind items like Ann 
Allen’s fan and Bible to the everyday 
things that show how we have lived, 
worked and played over the years. 
The Museum on Main Street is 

Thank You for Supporting the Housing of History
the perfect site to share as many 
artifacts as we can with the 
community in exhibits and displays. 
Curator Judy Chrisman and 
volunteer helpers are taking this 
time to work on optimizing the 
housing of artifacts in the two 
collection storage units. It’s like 
putting together pieces of a puzzle 
that when completed will be a 
beautiful picture of enhanced 
re-organization.  See them in the 
next issue of Impressions!

http://washtenawhistory.org
mailto:wchs-1000@ameritech.net
http://dinnerwaremuseum.org
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Documenting the Covid 19 Experience
“May you live in interesting times” is 
purported to be an ancient Chinese 
curse, but it’s neither—it is 20th 
century and it is western.  Whatever 
the origin, the phrase is meant 
sarcastically and really means, may 
you experience chaos.  Well, the world 
is experiencing what living amidst 
chaos is like today. Ann Arbor, the 
State of Michigan, the United States, 
and the world are living in a crazy 
world like none ever experienced 
before.  

Of course, the world lived through the 
Spanish Flu pandemic (not remotely 
related to Spain, by the way) in 1918-
1920, but it was a different kind of virus 
and the times didn’t allow for the kind 
of travel we have today.  One of Ann 
Arbor’s business magnates, Leander 
J. Hoover, owner of Hoover Steel Ball 
Company, succumbed to this flu 
shortly after finishing his home, 
known as the Hoover Mansion at 
2117 Washtenaw.  

Soldiers returned from fighting in 
Europe during World War I and 
spread the disease.  The opening of 
the Michigan Union was delayed until 
1919.  But nothing approached the 
magnitude of the total shut down of 
life which began on March 10, 2020 
when the WHO declared the corona 
virus or COVID-19 a pandemic.

The next day the University suspend-
ed all classes and students left town 
in droves.  Within days, the governor 
closed all gathering places---shops, 
restaurants, museums, theaters, hair 
salons, gyms—you name it, and 
people were told to stay at home to 
‘flatten the curve.’  During this lock-
down, many beloved businesses were
impacted. 

One of the ways a historian copes 
with events like this is to document 
them. So, on one of my walks around 
town, I photographed the various 
“closed” signs on doorways.  Then I 
heard from Amy Cantu, a reference 
librarian at the Ann Arbor District 
Library, that she was also taking 
pictures. The Library is now collecting
stories, photos and videos from our 
residents to document this year in our 
community. The Bentley Library on 

UM’s North Campus also sent out 
emails asking for people to help them 
document this “interesting” time in 
our lives.  Ann Arbor has never experi-
enced life without students, it’s always 
been able to weather the calamities 
created by cyclical recessions and 
depressions.  We are on a learning 
curve.  I hope in the future we will be 
better prepared to face such an issue 
again, and learn from the past. Isn’t 
that what we are all about?

Continued on page 6

Susan Wineberg       WCHS Historian
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Time Travels, on a Walking Tour

WCHS

Are you curious about a house or 
building in your neighborhood? 
Want to know more about the 
name of your street or a park or 
the life of an early pioneer? 

Susan Wineberg, WCHS board 
member, author and local histo-
rian, has been answering your 
questions for the past several 
years. If not, she can point you 
in the direction of the resources 
or people who might be able to 
help in your research. 

Email your question regarding a 
local family or the history of the 
Washtenaw County area, with 
the subject line  “history ques-
tion” to wchs-500@ameritech.
net. You can also mail your 
inquiry to Washtenaw County 
Historical Society, PO Box 3336, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106.

Ask 
Our Historian!

Visiting the grounds of important historical sites teaches us about the 
geography of time, nature and the people who once lived here. Learning 
outside can happen with safe physical distancing. Here are a few ideas for 
educational, family-friendly and fun history outings – bike or walk.

A Step Back in Time - A self-guided walking tour of the historical locations 
and people who have lived in Ann Arbor. The route starts at the Museum on 
Main Street and takes walkers to Kerrytown, UM Central Campus, Downtown, 
the Old West Side, and Lowertown.  washtenawhistory.org/index.php?sec-
tion=home&content=walking_tour

Cobblestone Farm tour - Imagine the year is 1845. Dr. Benajah Ticknor, a 
surgeon with the United States Navy, lived there with his wife Getia Bostwick, 
a school teacher, and their six children. Take this self guided grounds tour. 
cobblestonefarm.org/index.php?section=history&content=walking_tour

Historic Ypsilanti Walking Tour  Enjoy the beautiful architecture and 
history of the community on this self-guided Historic Ypsilanti  Walking Tour.
cityofypsilanti.com/326/Historic-Walking-Tour

African American Historical Sites  The Ann Arbor District Library has an 
online map with many historic sites within walking distance of each other. 
For the map and site descriptions go to aadl.org/map

Explore the history of Chelsea on the plaques installed throughout down-
town on historic buildings. The self-guided walking tour takes you to 21 sites.  
chelseamich.com/about/history

Site #8 on the Chelsea Walking Tour – 101 N. Main St.  – George Glazier helped start the first bank in 
Chelsea, he was also a pharmacist and operated a drugstore in the same building. He called the store 
the Bank Drugstore.

History
despite its wrenching pain, 
cannot be unlived, however, 

if faced with courage, 
need not be lived again. 

MAYA ANGELOU

mailto:wchs-500@ameritech.net
mailto:wchs-500@ameritech.net
http://washtenawhistory.org/index.php?section=home&content=walking_tour
http://washtenawhistory.org/index.php?section=home&content=walking_tour
http://cobblestonefarm.org/index.php?section=history&content=walking_tour
http://cityofypsilanti.com/326/Historic-Walking-Tour
http://aadl.org/map
http://chelseamich.com/about/history


Lela Duff       From the Mailbag 

As I have told you before, one of the 
pleasantest features of conducting 
this column is the help I get through 
the mail - both from friends and from 
strangers. Today I am going to quote 
for you some passages from two letters, 
one from a witty friend of mine -who 
insists on remaining anonymous; the 
other passed on to me by a city official 
after it had been lying in his files for 
years but written by a gentleman 
unknown to me who at the time of 
writing was in his 83rd year. Both 
might be classified in a "Do You 
Remember?" department and both 
recall former sights in our city streets.

 "'Do you remember the old car barns 
at the end of Lincoln," my anony-
mous friend begins, "where the street 
cars turned around?”  We sure had 
a unique system in our town. The car 
stopped, the motorman climbed down 
the front steps and, with the neces-
sary handles (I don't know what else 
one would call the implements that 
hitched on to either end of the car and 
controlled it) reversed the trolley, then  
climbed into what had been the rear 
end of the car and we were off.

Another feature of our street car 
system was that the only designations 
on the front of the cars were 'North' 
and South,' and a passenger who 
came in at the other end of the line—
the M. C. depot—could reach his 
destination by boarding either car. 
That mystified a relative of mine from 
Chicago. 'What kind of a town is this?' 
he asked. 'Can't it make up its mind 
where its street cars are going?' 

The explanation, of course, was that 
one car turned north and the other 
south when it reached State St. at 
William, both ending up at the car 
barns and taking the return trip in 

reverse. All one needed to do to 
reach his objective was just sit. And
the whole ride cost only a nickel.

"The combination motorman-
conductor," the letter continues,
"was often a real character. Probably 
the best known and liked was a man 
by the name of Jim Love. He was a 
hearty individuål who greeted old 
patrons cheerfully, no matter what the 
weather, chatted, sometimes for the 
benefit of everyone in his car, and gen-
erously helped the infirm on or off, or 
passed packages out, and never failed 
to wish departing passengers a warm 
'Goodbye!' ' 

Streetcars & Street Uses
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Lela Duff taught English
at Ann Arbor High 
from 1917-1952. 
Retirment  gave her the 
opportunity for a second 
career in history. Ms. Duff 
was the author of “Ann 
Arbor Yesterdays” a local 

history column that appeared in the Ann Arbor 
News in the 1960s. The columns were compiled 
into a book by the same name and Ms. Duff 
donated the proceeds to the Historical Society. 
She was very active with the history community 
and served as editor of the newsletter Impressions 
for several years.  This article is from April 1961. 

Continued on page 7

By 1890, Ann Arbor Street Railway cars traveled regularly up and down Main Street, turning east at William to head 
toward the University. An earlier plan to use horse-drawn cars was scrapped when new technology allowed Ann Arbor 
to be the first town in Michigan with an electric streetcar line. A year later, the first interurban railway line in Michigan 
was established between Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti providing easier access for the men of U-M to the future women 
teachers at the Michigan Normal School (now EMU). Early interurban cars were drawn by a steam dummy, a small 
steam engine clad in a streetcar body. They entered town along Packard, connecting with the streetcar tracks on Main 
Street at this corner. The interurban railway line was electrified in 1896 and expanded in 1902 to connect with other 
lines in Detroit and Jackson.
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Continued from page 6 

"I well remember one such instance 
when our folks brought some stock to 
the market, I being a party to it. One 
man would take the lead in front of 
the stock and another helper or two  
would bring up the rear. A rig would 
follow to take those on foot home 
after the delivery was made. 

We paraded right down through Main 
Street with our caravan. I remember 
in passing the Courthouse Square the 
present courthouse was in the course 
of construction." (Our readers will 
understand that he is referring to the 
old brick courthouse that is now no 
more.) "They were then working on the 
dome which seemed to be completed 
up to about half of its final length. 

We paused for a few minutes to watch 
a dummy engine hoist a large square 
block of stone that was fastened to 
the end of a cable up to that part of 
the unfinished dome. 

We then continued down North 
Main Street, over the Broadway Bridge 
and east along the Huron River 
where there were then a number of 
slaughterhouses, where we corralled 
the animals into a pen. What fascinated
me the most, was the big water-wheel 
that was driving the machinery in a 
flour mill that was then located just 
north of the Lower Town bridge. 
I tarried there for some time to 
watch it work”. 

Henry Wallace, another letter writer to Ms. Duff,  remembered herds of cattle being 
driven down the full length of State Street when he was a boy, perhaps as late as 
1920. “When Mother saw them coming, she would quickly get the children into 
the house and close the door, not because she feared the cattle might injure them, 
although once an unruly creature did mount our front steps... but because she 
didn’t want her little ones to hear the language of the drivers!” 

We Paraded Right Down Through Main Street With Our Caravan

Another friend tells me that she and 
some companions were once riding 
home in the streetcar from a Hallow-
een party, dressed in masquerade 
costumes, when a gang of students 
rushed across from Hill Auditorium, 
lifted the car bodily off the tracks, 
dumped it on its side, and fled, 
leaving them to climb out the 
upturned windows.

Now for the other letter I told you 
of: The writer, Mr. J. E. Fischer, was 
brought up on a farm out West Liberty 
Road. The particular occasion recorded 
here, as you will see, took place in the 
year 1878 – long before our complex 
motor traffic preempted the use of our 
thoroughfares.

"Nowadays," he writes, "when 
marketable livestock is bought at 
the farms, it is loaded into a truck at 
the farm and taken to its destination 
in that way. In the earlier days, when I 
was a boy, the stockbuyer would come 
out to the farm, buy up thé stock, and 
depend upon the farmer to make the 
delivery. 

Ann Arbor Milling Company at Argo 
and Broadway Bridge, ca 1900-1919
(Bentley Historical Library)
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Continued on page 9

Taking a 
Look at the 
Big Picture
Like every museum through the world, 
COVID 19 has impacted the Argus 
Museum. However, while it has caused 
delays, alternative strategies and cre-
ative planning, it has not stopped us 
from working on projects and fulfilling 
our goals and mission.

The impact was felt early on. The 
University of Michigan School of 
Information grad student needed to 
complete his final project remotely so 
deliverables were adjusted. The help 
we were looking for with metadata 
was drastically reduced. The Shelter in 
Place Order soon followed and the Ar-
gus Museum was closed. Access to our 
museum software program was not 
available. Work on the Save Michigan 
History Grant-funded Argus Museum 
Digitization and On-line Accessibility 
Project was put on hold. Shipped 
out-of-State item donations were 
in limbo in delivery systems. (They 
were eventually tracked down and 
retrieved.) Those who regularly do-
nate to the Argus Museum informed 
us that, because of the effects of 
the virus, funds were to be, at best, 
reduced. Events were cancelled. An 
Argus employee oral history session 
was postponed indefinitely. We were 
in the middle of moving and re-orga-
nizing office and storage space. On top 
of it all, I contracted a severe case of 
COVID-19 as did my 88-year-old-
mother. (We are both doing well.)
So, what did we do? Well, we think a 
lot!  Before the Stay at Home order was 
in effect, we gathered boxes of back-
logged donated items to accession at 
home via a Google docs spreadsheet. 

Once we were permitted to return to 
the office, the information was trans-
ferred to our collections database. 
(After I recovered from the worst of the 
symptoms), we submitted an appli-
cation to the Michigan Humanities 
H.O.P.E. (Humanities Organizations 
Pandemic Emergency) Grant program, 
which is funded through the National 
Endowment of Humanities. Over 600 
non-profit organizations applied for 
funding. We were told that no one was 
going to receive the entire amount 
requested. We were very pleased to 
be awarded more than half of the 
amount we asked for and even more 
pleased that the Ashley, the Muse-
um’s intern, will be compensated for 
her work. We sent letters to our state 
and federal senators and representa-
tives and other government officials 
acknowledging and thanking them 
for their support. We also shot a short 
video that will be included in a Michi-
gan Humanities compilation of “thank 
you’s”.  We plan to apply for additional 
grants to help compensate for the 
downturn of monetary donations. 
Our collections continue to grow with 
impatient donors sending items to 
my house. We have kept in contact, 

and engaged, with museum members 
through emails, a list-serve and social 
media. We’ve kept up-to-date on the 
affects and possible solutions to issues 
that museums are facing, and will 
continue to face, from the pandemic…
and, our new website (argusmuseum.
pastperfectonline.com) went live on 
July 8 creating accessibility to a good 
percentage of our collections, particu-
larly our archival materials! (We will be 
continuously adding more items to the 
site.) We feel this project is particularly 
important given the virtual directions 
that museums are heading to continue 
to engage their audience and expand 
awareness.

But that’s not all! The Argus Museum 
hosted the first-ever Argus Virtual 
Gathering. The event was bigger, 
and more successful, than hoped (In 
spite of some technical difficulties). 
The event included introductions, 
presenters and lots of questions and 
comments. Many of the Museum’s 
Argus Collectors Group (ACG) mem-
bers participated who hailed from 
around the country, Canada and 
Australia! 

Check out the new Argus Building corner signage

Cheryl Chidester       The Argus Museum Curator’s Corner

http://argusmuseum.pastperfectonline.com
http://argusmuseum.pastperfectonline.com
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Continued from page 8

We had several “new faces” joining in. 
Some had previously followed, and 
posted on, the ACG list-serve and 
others found out about the Gather-
ing through social media and reposts 
and sharing. The results of the event 
include item donations (such a 1959 
letter and ditto copies of instructions 
sent to an owner of a new Argus C44 
and a telephoto lens) awareness, and 
interest, of the Argus Museum and our 
projects and events and of the ACG.
Because of popular demand, we held a 
second Argus Virtual Gathering in 
August with participants from 19 
states and three countries. The event 
raised over $600 for the Museum. 
Thank you to all who donated.

At this time, visiting the Argus Museum 
will be by appointment only. But this 
does not mean that we won’t be busy 
- and we would love to hear from you. 
(During this time, the best way to con-
tact us is either on our Facebook page 
or by email at cchidester@onealcon-
struction.com or at theargusmuseum@
gmail.com.) Facebook Live events are 
also in the planning stages – perhaps 
a few “reads” and an “Ask an Argus 
Historian” are in our future. (We also 
still need to tackle the Museum’s half-
organized office and storage spaces.)

The Argus Museum
525 W. William

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734-769-0770

cchidester@onealconstruction.com

The Annual Argus Museum/ACG Fall 
conference will still take place October 
8-11, 2020; however, given the current 
pandemic situation, it will be a virtual 
event. 

(One of our Canadian members com-
mented “Why we (ACG) are considered 
non-essential is beyond me”.) Presen-
tations about the history of Argus 
and collecting, demonstrations and 
discussions by experts about using 
Argus cameras today and informal 
roundtable discussions, updates and 
shares will all be included. While the 
theme, “On My Way to Ann Arbor, 
will instead be “My Hometown”, 
the photography competition, 
using Argus film cameras, will still take 
place. The popular, and usually lively, 
auction of camera-related collectable 
items and equipment, as well as local 
products, will offer a unique, virtual 
experience.  As always, the goal is to 
have every participant enjoy good 
company, good conversation and a 
good time! Detailed information and 
registration will be available on social 
media and on the Argus Museum page 
at washtenawhistory.org

The conference is being held in 
conjunction with the October 8 
opening exhibit of entries to the 
photography competition, “How Far 
Have We Come? The Argus Museum is 
partnering with CameraMall to com-
memorate women’s suffrage and the 
100th anniversary of 19th amendment 
with a juried photograph exhibition at 
the Museum. 

The theme “How Far Have We Come” 
can be explored in a number of ways. 
Through photography, artists are 
asked to examine the progress, or lack 
of it, not just for women but for others 
who have been and continue to be, 
disenfranchised, or what the future 
may hold for these groups. We believe 
that the topic is current and relevant 
and hope to bring about constructive 
discussions through the art of photog-
raphy. There will also be a virtual gal-
lery created for those who will prefer 
to enjoy the photographs that way or 
if the pandemic situation doesn’t allow 
in-person events to be held.

By the way, check out the new Argus 
Building corner signage. Stay well, 
stay sane and stay tuned to the Argus 
Museum.

 THANK YOU 
Daniela Gobetti

Sophie Grillet 
Susan Lawless

Sally Silvennoinen 
for a great show!

Pin-up Women 
in honor of the humble laundry line

mailto:cchidester@onealconstruction.com
mailto:cchidester@onealconstruction.com
mailto:theargusmuseum@gmail.com
mailto:theargusmuseum@gmail.com
mailto:cchidester@onealconstruction.com
http://washtenawhistory.org
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At a midwest women’s rights convention, attendance was limited to 100 
people, the general public was banned from participating and chairs at the 
meeting were set four feet apart. It could almost be a scene from 2020, but 
this meeting took place in late October 1918, against the backdrop of one 
of the deadliest flu pandemics in history, thought to have killed 50 million 
people worldwide by the time it ended in 1920. 

When the flu outbreak was first identified in the U.S. in the spring of 1918, 
the momentum for American women’s suffrage was growing. Legislation in 
different states enabled women to vote in some local elections, but not for 
president of the United States.

American women were organizing parades and the National Women’s Party 
started picketing outside the White House in January 1917, the same month 
that the U.S. entered World War I. Four months later, in April 1917, Jeannette 
Rankin of Montana was elected to the House of Representatives as the first 
female member of Congress.

But American women campaigning for the right to vote found themselves 
engaged in three different battles — against the practical problems and the 
tragedies that the flu wrought, against the crisis of the then-ongoing World 
War I, and against those opposed to women’s suffrage. 

The simultaneous challenges of the war and the pandemic forced the 
suffragists to adapt their priorities and campaigning methods, particularly 
in the face of the influenza, which prevented the public demonstrations and 
events that they had been so well known for. They postponed campaigns, 
wore masks and focused on petitions instead of large-scale public events. 
Local women’s organizations signed up to volunteer with the Red Cross and 
a key part of their work was to help discharged soldiers recover from the flu, 
as several outbreaks were at military camps. It was also a moment of possi-
bility for a more diverse group of women, 18 black nurses were admitted to 
the Army Nurse Corps and American Red Cross, which had only previously 
admitted and deployed white nurses.

On June 4, 1919, 
the 19th Amend-
ment, granting 
most American 
women the right 
to vote, was 
passed by Con-
gress. On 
August 18, 1920, 
Tennessee was the 
last of the nec-
essary 36 states 
to ratify the 19th 
amendment
 granting most 
American women 
the right to vote.    

By Suyin Haynes

How the 1918 Flu Pandemic and World War I 
Impacted Suffrage and the 19th Amendment

Our
Pathway

is straight to the ballot box 
with no variableness nor 

shadow of turning.
ELIZABETH CADY STANTON

Michigan Suffrage Timeline
1846      Earnestine Rose argues before 
the Michigan legislature that women 
should have the right to vote. 

1849     Michigan Senate committee, 
proposes a suffrage amendment 
granting voting right to women and 
African Americans.  

1866     State’s first bill on woman 
suffrage is defeated by one vote.

1867     Michigan Legislature grants 
women taxpayers the right to vote in 
school elections only.

1870     Michigan State Suffrage 
Association (MSSA) forms. 

1884     Michigan Equal Suffrage 
Association focuses on women’s right 
to vote in municipal elections.  This 
proposal is rejected twice.

1893     State Legislature finally passes 
the proposal but Michigan Supreme 
Court declares it unconstitutional be-
cause it creates “new classes of voters.”  

1912 & 1913     Michigan voters defeat 
women’s suffrage amendment.  

1918     The work done by women 
during World War I convinces many 
men to vote yes to a women’s state 
suffrage law. In November the law is 
passed by Michigan voters.  

1919     Michigan is one of the first 
three states to ratify the national 
amendment.

1920     Nineteenth amendment to 
the U.S. constitution is passed.  

Source: Michigan State Archives



The First One of Ann Arbor’s 49ers
      The Story of George Corselius    Russell Bidlack

The George Corselius House at 317 E. Ann Street; built in 1829 
or 1830, it is one of the oldest remaining homes in Ann Arbor. 

The first to leave Ann Arbor was 
George Corselius in January 1849. 
He was editor of the Western Emigrant 
newspaper, started in 1829, and editor 
and founder of the Michigan Whig 
newspaper, started in 1833. He want-
ed to be state librarian but he never 
got the appointment. He prepared 
the first catalogue of books for the 
University of Michigan. Corselius was 
married and had four children. 

Corselius chose the Isthmus route 
because he wanted to get there fast. 
He had lost a great deal of money and 
he was ill with consumption. He knew 
that the sun would help the disease. 
He thought he could serve a double 
purpose--get rich and restore his 
healthy by going to California.

A few months before this the Atlantic 
Steamship Company managed to get 
three steamships around the horn and 
they would go between Panama City 
on the Pacific side and San Francisco, 
primarily to carry passengers but, 
even more important, to carry mail. By 
taking a mule across or walking across 
the isthmus you could get there and 
back quicker than any other way.

So, knowing this, Corselius planned 
to go to New Orleans and from there 
to Chagres, the chief Atlantic port on 
on the Atlantic side of the isthmus. 
It was roughly 
60 miles across 
the isthmus. He 
thought he could 
get to California 
in about two 
months. He 
carefully worked 
it out because 
he didn't have 
a great deal of 
money. 

The California Gold Rush (1848–1855) 
began on January 24, 1848. Countless 
letters were written back home by gold 
seekers. A collection of these letters at 
the Bentley Historical Library inspired
Dr. Bidlack to write a book called Ann 
Arbor in the 1849 Gold Rush: Letters 
Home.  This is an excerpt from an 
article he wrote about it for the 
Impressions in October 1998. 

There were five highly literate, 
interesting and prominent men from 
Ann Arbor, no women, no children, 
who started out for California in 1849.
George Corselius, Dr. Caleb Onnsby, 
Dr. Thomas Blackwood; David T. 
McCollum, a mer chant; and 
D.C. Davidson, a mason and bricklayer. 
Ann Arbor co-founder John Allen, just 
missed being a 49er. He left Ann Arbor 
on January 24, 1850.

Russell Bidlack 
served as president 
of the WCHS from 
1961-1962. He spent 
his entire academic 
career with the 
University of 
Michigan. He was 
the first Dean of the 
School of Library 

Science at the University, serving in that post from 
1969 to 1984, as well as an author and historian. 
He wrote several books about Ann Arbor history 
and donated a collection of letters between early 
Washtenaw County settler John Geddes and his 
brother William in Pennsylvania, to the Bentley 
Historical Library. The Geddes Letters digital 
collection is a collaboration between the Ann 
Arbor District Library, the Bentley Historical 
Library, and the Washtenaw County Historical 
Society. The letters, maps and project description 
are online at  aadl.org/geddes_letters. 

He figured it would take $30 to get to 
New Orleans; from there to Chagres, 
$40; crossing the isthmus, $10; and 
from Panama City to San Francisco 
maybe $100; so $180 would get him 
to the gold fields.

Corselius's letter to the editor of the 
True Democrat appeared on February 
21, 1849. It had been written from 
New Orleans, February 1. He was very 
optimistic because people assured him 
steamships were running from Pana-
ma City to San Francisco on time. He 
joined with six other men from Utica, 
New York, to go with him from
Chagres. 'We carry a tent and a supply 
of provisions. We hope to meet the 
steamer Panama on February 15.'

In April his wife received a letter 
from Chagres dated February 23 
saying he was about to start. He had 
had a lot of sickness up to that time. 
He got to Panama City where cholera, 
dysentery and yellow fever were 
raging. The sailors who were to man 
the steamships had all deserted to 
look for gold. There were no steam-
ships coming in the foreseeable future. 
Corselius was so sick he turned back 
and managed to get across the isth-
mus by mule back and took a ship back 
home. He died on the way and was 
buried at sea May 10. Mrs. Corselius
collected $200 in life insurance.
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Mr. Sousa, and present him with the 
newly arrived copy of the march, told 
him I was a student, and surely would 
appreciate it if he could consider play-
ing it, “The Victors”, a Michigan march.
He greeted me in a very kindly and 
courteous manner, and accepted it.  
I really didn’t know what he might do 
with it. But after looking at the solo 
part, he called his librarian and he 
placed the parts on the music stands 
of the between 40 and 50 band men. 
Surely I was thrilled when an announc-
er appeared and said the band would 
play “The Victors,” a march by Louis 
Elbel, a student of the University. I was 
excited and astounded to realize that 
Sousa and his band were about to play 
my march for the first time before any 
audience in this world. And what a 

grand performance it was! This 
in spite of the fact that not a 
man in the band had ever seen 
his part before. They played it 
at sight.

Thousands have spoken to me 
about “The Victors”, how happy 
they were over it and thanking 
me for my inspiring all at Mich-
igan. I can tell them all right 
here, it is the other way around. 
“Michigan inspired the Victors.”

The Michigan Alumnus, 10/19/1957

Michigan Inspired “The Victors”
By Louis Elbel

In September of 1896, I entered the 
University of Michigan, and in one or 
two weeks became one of its most 
enthusiastic Freshmen. I was active 
right away, both musically and 
athletically.And no one around was a 
more loyal fan of our football team.

On Thanksgiving Day of 1896 and 
1897 I was right there when we played 
Chicago in the Coliseum, a huge build-
ing on 63rd Street close to the Univer-
sity of Chicago. And there was not a 
sadder Michigan man there when we 
lost to Chicago in both games.

But then came 1898! We had won nine 
games that season, and then came the 
tenth on Thanksgiving Day on Marshall 
Field on the Chicago Campus, with a 
crowd of about 12,000. About 1,400 
went to Chicago from Ann Arbor on 
the Michigan Central (there was no 
other way to go) and a band of about 
twenty men, a “Michigan” band that 
seemed to come out of nowhere that 
year, a band that didn’t seem to know 
what a uniform was like. 

And then came the game. It was a fine 
day, but cold—below freezing. In the 
second half Chicago led, 11 to 6. With 
about ten minutes left in the game, 
we scored a touchdown, kicked the 
goal and the score was Michigan 12, 
Chicago 11. We not only won the game 
but Michigan’s first championship in 
football. “Hail to Michigan, the champi-
ons of the West!” There was no Big Ten 
in those days.

I was spending the night at my sister’s 
house in Englewood, a distance of 
about one and a half miles. 
Most of it I walked, and on my way 
thoughts came to me that our band 
didn’t have the right celebration song 
that night. Neither did Michigan. And a 
thought came to me Michigan should 
have one. Somewhere on my walk, 
the song turned into a march, and a 
band got to singing in my head, a sort 
of victory sound. And right there the 
refrain of the “Victors” came to me. Not 
only the music, but the words “Hail to 
the Victors Valiant!” and “Hail to the 
conqu’ring heroes!”

When I got to my sister’s house, some-
how I had presence of mind to write 
down the notes of that song.  And 
when I got to South Bend, my home 
town, the next day, I not only tried out 
the song on my piano, but finished the 
entire refrain. Then the idea of a big 
march came to me and I completed 
the whole work on the train that took 
me back to Ann Arbor for Monday’s 
classes. And that is how “The Victors” 
was born.

I can’t say that I had any special ideas 
about this being a big hit. But my 
brother, in the music business, sug-
gested and saw to it that it should be 
printed. And it was.

On April 8th, 1899, John Philip Sousa 
and his band were scheduled for a 
concert in University Hall on the 
Campus. Just before the concert that 
evening I had the nerve to approach 

1897 - Louis Elbel, UM Men's Track 
(Bentley Historical Library)

1898 University of Michigan Football Team (Bentley Historical Library)


